N. O. CAESALPINIACEAE	899
spaihaceous, as long as the tube, 5-toothed at the apex. Petals 5-6.3
cm. long, obovate, with long rather broad claws, all white or 4 petals
pale purple and the fifth darker with dark purple veins. Stamens 5,
feitile, no staminodes. Ovary pubescent along the sutures, long-
Stalked; style long; stigma capitate. Pod 15-30 by 1.8-2.5 cm- hard,
flat, dehiscent, on a glabrous stipe 2.5 cm. long. Seeds 10-15.
Distribution Sub-Himalayan tract and Outer Himalaya of the Punjab, ascending
to 4,000 ft from the Indus eastwards, Kumaon between 1,000—6,000 ft, Sikkim, through
India proper to Burma—China
There are two vaiieties, red and white- The bark of both is
alterative, tonic, astringent.—1. Red-flowered vaiiety.—The bark is
acrid, cooling, laxative,, appetising, astringent to bowels in some
doses; cures biliousness, " kapha " and " vata ", ulcers, tuberculous
glands, leprosy.—The flowers aie acrid, dry, sweet; cooling, astrin-
gent, galactagogue; cure diseases of the blood, bronchitis, consump-
tion, vaginal discharges, biliousness, headache, " tridosha ".—The
juice of the root is given internally in snake-bite.—. 2. White-
flowered variety:—The bark is acrid, sweet; appetising, cooling,
astringent to the bowels; cures biliousness, "kapha", leucoderma,
anal troubles, tuberculous glands, cough, asthma, diseases of the
blood, ulcers, vaginal discharges; anthelmintic; used in strangury,
thirst, burning sensation (Ayurveda).
The bark is astringent to the bowels, tonic to the liver* cures
bilotisness, leucoderma, leprosy, dysmenorrhoea, menorrhagia
impurities of the blood, tuberculous glands, asthma, wounds and
ulcers; used as a gargle in stomatitis.—The buds are acrid; indigest-
ible; used ixi piles, cough, eye diseases, liver complaints; astringent
to the bowels, styptic in haematuria and frienorrhagia (Yunani)
In the Konkan, the juice of the fresh bark with the juice of the
flowers of Strobilanthes citrata, 10 tolas of each, is given as an
expectorant, and the bark is used with ginger as an internal remedy
for scrofula.
The root in decoction is given in dyspepsia and flatulency; the
flowers with sugar as a gentle laxative; and the bark, flowers, root
triturated in rice water as a cataplasm to promote suppuration. The

